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7.2.1 Best Practices — II Vachan Katta
Response:
Best Practices — II Vachan Katta

1) Title : Vachan Katta

The practice of Vachan Katta aims at inculcating the habit of reading
amongst the students. The term ‘Vachan’ means reading with understanding
(appreciation). The term ‘Katta’ stands for a common place (Katta) for regular
and periodic meetings for some activity with a specific aim or objectives.

2) Objectives:

I.  To inculcate and develop reading habit among the students in and
around the College.
II. To acquaint the students with methodic reading skills
III.  To develop creative faculty among the students
IV. To create a common platform for the art of expression and presentation
V. To provide the students with an opportunity to interact with the readers

and literary personalities from the neighborhood

The aim behind this innovative practice is to stimulate habit of reading
different materials such as short-stories, letters, novels etc. Along with
developing reading skills the participants were expected to experience free
exchange of thoughts with writers and critics from the neighboring area. In
addition, the participants were expected to develop an urge for writing also.
Among other intended outcomes was included developing Stage-daring, self-
confidence and creativity.

03) The Context

It is observed that students don’t read books other than curricular study
material. Hardly any student is found who has read five extra-curricular books.
The present generation of students lacks in literacy competencies. In view of
this fact it was decided to initiate ‘Vachan Katta’ activity in order to inculcate
and develop basic language skills among the students. Taking in confidence
the librarian of Mahatma Gandhi Vachanalaya in Kagal City, the librarian of
the Shahu Nagar Parishad, the general reader in Kagal city and the authors in
the vicinity, the Dept of Marathi took initiative on Vachan Katta.



4) The Practice:

A. It was decided that “Vachan Katta’ would be held normally on every First
Saturday from 10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. This activity is conducted for about
ten months from June to March every year. During remaining two months
it was held at the library of Shahu Nagar Parishad and sometimes at a
member’s house also. Many general-public readers and some local authors
also participated in the activity. Every month students from a particular
class are chosen for Vachan Katta activity. In addition, other students who
want to join or attend it are intimated through a notice. Also some senior
citizen readers regularly attend it. Five to six such citizens were present
every time.

B. Table of Sessions held

Sr. Subject Participants / Expert Date
No.
1 ‘Vachan Prerna Din’ e Prin.Dr Praveen Chougale 18/10/2016
e Dr.Nila Joshi
2 | Inauguration / Importance of | ¢ Dr. B. M. Hirdekar (Expert) 07/01/2017
Reading Cultural e Dr. Praveen Chougale
(Chairperson)
3 | Story-telling o Smt. Alka Thorat 04/03/2017
e Smt. Mugdha Deshpande
(Chairperson)
4 | My favorite Book — (‘Aamcha | ¢ Shri. Krantikumar Kamble 03/06/2017
Baap ani Ambhi’ - (Alumni Student)
NarendraJadhav) e  Shri. Janardan Pakhare
(Chairperson)
5 | Discussion e Rushikesh Sasane 01/07/2017
‘Ek Hota Karvar’ — Veena | e Jitendra Rudani
Gavankar e Shubham Sankpal
e Suresh Done
6 | Discussion e Students 05/08/2017
‘Man Main HainVishwas’- e Dr Smt. Neela Joshi
Vishwas Nangare-Patil
7 | Book Discussion ‘Who Moved | ¢ Miss. Sonam Katkar 09/09/2017
My Cheese’ — David Johnson e Miss. Ravina Mane
e Miss. Snehal Patil
e Miss. Jyoti Kamble
e Miss. Pournima Bhakare
e Miss. Shilpa Powar
8 | ‘Reading Culture and Today’s | e Mr. Yuvraj Kadam 12/08/2017
Youth’ e Dr Smt. Neela Joshi
09 | ‘Shyamchi Aai’ by Sane|e Prof. Sangeeta Eksambekar 25/11/2017
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Guruji e Prof. Jayashri Jagatap
e Miss. Sonam Katkar
10 | ‘Anna Is Deshmain’ — by | e Students 09/12/2017
Krushna Agnihotri e Prof. Smt. H. A. Maldar
11 | Speech on — ‘The Process of | ¢ Prof. Eknath Patil 08/01/2018
Writing Poetry’
12 | Discussion on ‘Marathi | ¢  Smt.Mukta Deshpande 04/03/2018
Literature’ e Prof. Sandeep Wadekar
13 | Speech on V. S. Khandekar e Shri. Laxman Pangam 04/04/2018
14 | ‘Mazha Lekhan Pravas’ e Shri. Anand Puranik 05/05/2018
15 | Writer at your Door- ‘Mazi | ¢ Shri. Navnath Gore 18/07/2018
Sahitya Nirmitee’
16 | Book Discussion — e Miss. Sayali Desai 01/02/2018
‘Fesati’ (Yuva Sahitya | ¢ Miss. Pournima Bhakare
Academy Award Winner —|e Miss. Ravina Mane
Atmakathan) e Prof. Shraddha Patil
17 | Interview of The journalist — e Students and Faculty 10/09/2018
Shri. Sachin Jagadale
18 ‘Vachan Prerna Din’ e Prin.Dr Praveen Chouga]e 15/10/2018
e Students and Faculty
19 | Book Reading e Miss. Manisha Patil 02/04/21019
‘Kharedi’ by Nishikant Gurav e Miss. Shweta Magadum
e Miss. Priyanka Patil
e Miss. Vishakha Bhosale
e Miss. Vaishnavi Patil
e  Shri. Chetan Hegaje
20 | Writing based on Sayings o Shri. Appasaheb Jakate 30/05/2019

5) Evidence of Success:

The participants in Vachan Katta voluntarily expressed their satisfaction over
the development of reading habit among them. In addition, they were satisfied
to learn methodology and benefits of reading aloud. Also they developed

liking

for reading more and more. Feedback from some students and

participants from outside the College speaks a lot about the success of the
activity. The following are only some of the instances from the feedback
received.

It changed the approach towards books.

It raised the level of Confidence.

It developed the ability to review books.

It initiated positive Interaction of thoughts among students

It facilitates reading in different areas such as Autobiography,

Journalism, Drama, Cinema, One -Act Play, Novel, Travelogue etc.

e It facilitated participation of different stakeholders e.g. Students,
Teachers, Alumni, Senior Citizen, Librarians, Journalists, Authors,
Editors, etc.




e It expanded into an extension activity reaching out to Public Libraries

and participants’ residences

e [t offered common Platform for Reading, Writing and Presentation.
e It developed self understanding

6) Problems Encountered and Resources Required:

1.

2.

Sometimes conducting Vachan Katta was difficult due to overlaps of
different activities and programmes.

During vacation in April and May it becomes difficult to continue the
activity, however the participants are advised to continue it at home.
The stock is taken about their vacation work in the opening of the next
academic year.

There is limited financial provision, nevertheless the faculty members
conducting the activity contributed towards it in cash or in kind. It may
be noted that books are given as prizes or rewards.

Sufficient number of copies of the books selected for Vachan Katta may
not be available in the library.

There are limitations to reading and to the readers or stations outside the
College.

The students coming to Senior College do not have much prior reading
experience. Therefore we need to reach out to the neighboring Junior
Colleges in order to popularize this activity.

It is wrongly believed that reading newspapers is reading habit and
inclination.

7) Notes (Optional)

This practice of Vachan Katta can be extended or modified in future
to achieve further goals enlisted below:

1)To promote the Habit of reading among students as a solution or
option for mobile addiction prevalent among the students in recent
times.

i1)To discuss the benefits and drawbacks of e-Books in comparison with
Print Books

ii1) To establish link, collaboration and co-ordination among Debating
Clubs (Socrates Club), Literary Associations (Marathi, Hindi and

English) and Essay and Elocution Competitions.



Any Additional Documents:

1) A Photograph displaying a meeting of Founder Members of Vachan Katta including
Prin.Dr Praveen Chougale
Dr.Nila Joshi ,Co-Ordinator, Vachan Katta
Prof.H.A.Maldar, Member ,Vachan Katta
Hon. Smt.Urmila Pangam, Marathi Author from Kagal
prof.Smt.S.S.Javalekar,the Librarian of the College
Hon.Ravindra Haval,Librarian,Mahatma Gandhi Vachnalaya,Kagal
Hon.Shri.YashwantA.Kanrnekari,Librarian,Shahu Nagar Parishad, Kagal
Hon.Smt.Swarda Sankpal, Teacher and Renouned Reader from Kagal
Hon. Shri. Laxman Pangam,Renouned Reader from Kagal
Shri. Janardhan Pakhare,Editor,Sant Vibhuti
Shri. Aappasaheb Jakate,a Marathi Author
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2) Prin.Dr Praveen Chougale delivering a speech on the occasion of ‘Vachan
Prerna Din’ on 18/10/2016

3.a) Prof. Dr B.M.Hirdekar (Controller of Examination —Sanjay Ghodawat Deemed
University,Kolhapur) addressing the participants on the occasion of inauguration of
Vachan Katta on 07/01/2017




b)A cutting from the weekly Gahininath Samachar of 23/01/2017

displaying a news of the inauguration of Vachan Katta
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c) List of Students attending the Inauguration Function of Vachan Katta on
07/01/2017
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3) Prof.Dr Nila Joshi addressing the gathering on ‘Story-telling’ on 04/03/2017

4)Prof.Sandip Wadikar felicitating Shri.Krantikumar Kamble along with Shri
Janardhan Pakhare — invited to speak on ‘My favorite Book-Aamcha Baap Aani

Aamhi’ on 03/06/2017
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5.a)Student Rushikesh Sasane speaking on ‘Ek Hota Karvar’ on the

occasion of Discussion on the book

b) Shri.Jitendra Rudani welcoming Shri. Janardhan Pakhare-an expert speaker on

book ‘Ek Hota Karvar’
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c¢)Shri. Rushikesh Sasane welcoming Shri. Appasaheb Jakate- an expert speaker on

book ‘Ek Hota Karvar’

6.a) Shri.Datta Patil (Reporter-‘Pudhari-Crime Diary’) felicitating Rushikesh
Sasane on the occasion of Discussion on ‘Man Mein Hain Vishwas’ by Vishwas

Nagare-Patil Commissioner of Police, Nashik on 05/08/2017
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b)Miss Ravina Mane speaking on ‘Man Mein Hain Vishwas’ by Vishwas
Nagare-Patil Commissioner of Police, Nashik on 05/08/2017

7.a) Hon.Mr.Vivek Aagavane (District Supply Officer) speaking on ‘Reading
Culture and Today’s Youth’ in presence the of Mr. Yuvraj Kadam (Head ,Vachan
Katta Kolhaour District ) on 12/08/2017
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b) A cutting from the of the news paper Daily Sakal dated 23/08/2017 displaying a news
of the speech of Shri. Vivek Aagavane, the District Supply Officer on ‘Reading Culture
and Today’s Youth’ jointly organized by the Library and Vachan Katta on 12/08/2017
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8)Miss Pournima Bhakare speaking on the book ‘Who Moved Cheese’ by

David Johnson on the occasion of Discussion arranged on the book on

09/09/2017

09) Miss Sonam Katkar speaking on ‘Shamchi Aai’ by Sane Guruiji on the

occasion of Discussion arranged on the book on 25/11/2017
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12) Prof. Dr Nila Joshi introducing ‘Aana Is Desh Mein’ written by Krushna

Agnihotri on the occasion of Discussion arranged on the book on 09/12/2017

13) Prof. Dr Nila Joshi introducing Prof. Eknath Patil on his speech ‘The Process
of Writing Poetry’ on 08/01/2018
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13)A meeting arranged at the residence of one of the members of Vachan Katta

arranged for the Discussion on ‘Marathi Literature’ on 04/03/2018

14)Shri Laxman Pangam Speaking on V.S.Khandekar in a session of

Vachan Katta at Mahatma Gandhi Vachnalay Kagal on 04/04/2018
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15)Shri Anand Pouranik Speaking on ‘Mazha Lekhan
Pravas’(Journey of my Authership) on 05/05/2018 in a session
arranged at Shahu Nagar Parishad Vachnalay,Kagal

16) Shri. Navnath Gore Speaking on addressing the students and the
members of Vachan Katta on ‘Mazhi Sahitya Nirmitee’ in a meeting

of Vachan Katta on 18/07/2018
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17)Dr Nila Joshi offering a book to Prof.Shraddha Patil after her speech in a
session of Vachan Katta arranged to Discuss ‘Fesati’(Yuva Sahitya Academy

Award Winner Autobiography) on 01/02/2018
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18)Students present at an interview of Mr.Sachin Jagdale, an Author and

Journalist arranged on 10/09/2018 by Vachan Katta
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19.a) Prin.Dr Praveen Chougale Inaugurating a session of Vachan Katta on
Vachan Prerna Din jointly arranged by Vachan Katta and The Library on the
Birth Anniversary of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam on 15/10/2018
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b)Poster Exhibition on Vachan Prerna Din

“First burn
||ke asun firs!
like a sun
- AP Abdul Kalam




20) A group activity ‘Abhivachan’ participated by the students of B.A Part-II

on the Short Story ‘Kharedi * written by Mr.Nishikant Gurav. Participants —
Miss Priyanka Patil, Miss Vishakha Bhosale, Miss Vaishnavi Patil , Miss
Manisha Patil, Miss Shweta Magdum and Mr.Chetan Hegaje on 1 1/03/2019

21) Shri. Aappasaheb Jakate addressing the Children in a session of Vachan
Katta arranged for Shri. Devchand Shaha Chhatralaya, Kagal (The Destitute
Children’s Home) on Writing Based on Sayings on 30/05/2019
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Report on Vachan Prerna Din program organized at the College by Vachan Katta in
response to the proposal given by Higher Education and Technology Department of

Government of Maharashtra.
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Feedback on Vachan Katta by the Participants :

1) Student : Miss Patil Manisha Manohar
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I got motivation for reading. ..
changed approach to books...
raised level of confidence...

ability to guide others... a
Understood the purpose and manner of ~
reading books. .. 3 TET gy Fotres
significance of reading. .. el '

interest in reading books...
developed ability to review a book...
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2) Librarian : Yashwant Ananda Kanekari(Shahu Nagar Parishad Vachnalay,Kagal)
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Vachan Katta started in Jan. 2017...

Our Library got actively involved in Vachan
Katta. ..

Our members go to College to participate. ..
Positive interaction of thoughts....
Two/Three Sessions during vacations...
Wish to participate more...
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3) Author :

Mrs Urmila Laxman Pangam, Kagal
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Old generation feels that reading is neglected in the age of modern m

i o o
mean.s oflentertamment. . - _{ﬁ' é\%ﬁ‘) (52l N E
Considering the changing culture , making new generation

society oriented and future conscious ... fb);)\t o /9<
—R

Interested readers from various fields come together ...

Reading in different areas like Journalism , Drama ,Cinema, One -
Act Play...

Significance of hobbies in focus ...

Participation of students, alumni, writers, teachers and senior
citizens...

Felicitation of well-known authors and writers is praiseworthy...

33



4) Librarian : Shri Ravindra Haval (Mahatma Gandhi Vachanalaya, Kagal)
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Promoted reading culture among people... %"ﬂ ST AT
Our reader-members, our students-readers and other !mﬂ—fn—ﬁ!m.“—

people also are benefited ...
Sessions are conducted even during vacations in April

and May, so people from the vicinity get connected ...
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5) Senior Citizen : Smt. Mugdha Deshpande
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Congregation of enthusiastic readers .....

It pleases to observe the young generation eager to listen to the words of the
invited guests and eager even to express themselves ...

Students implement the dictum ‘Vachal tar Vachal’ (If you read books, they will
save you)...

They write articles, poem, stories, guzzles and recite poems on social themes ...
Fascinating to observed students reading even ‘Shamchi Aai’...
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5) Writers : Shri. Appasaheb Jakate, Kagal
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Understood students’ attitude towards and their expectations from
the authors ...

The reader in the vicinity of Kagal is well attached to the
College...




5) Journalist and Poet : Shri. V.M.Bote, Kagal
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1 Neat and exact planning of activities...

Incorporates different age groups...

Creates emotional bonding between different age groups...
Eagerness to read the books discussed... -
Unknowingly creates reading-interest among the students
neglecting extra reading ...

Creates interest zeal for writing...

Provides platform for reading, writing and presentation...
Observed authors closely ...

Understood unique importance of reading...
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6) Student : Miss Snehal Vilas Patil
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Helped to know my life interest... —WW

Created interest for reading, writing...
Experienced —books make us wise...

——

Enhances knowledge and understanding ... e / 93 90

Boosts self confidence ...
Helped self understanding ~-Who am I?...
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